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On Jan. 31, the Mexican government's international news service Notimex reported that "economic
crimes" in Cuba are escalating. The category includes trafficking in foodstuffs, foreign currency and
identification document forgeries. A special operation called "Cascabel" is designed to cope with
theft, corruption, "anti-social" demonstrations and counter-revolutionaries. Another is known as
the National Protection and Vigilance System. The objective of the system is to coordinate guard
duty between the Interior Ministry and citizens at state-run food stores and agricultural harvests
throughout the country.
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